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} 1249) 
SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


DissENTERS. At the end of this aru- 
cle, linsert the Resolutions recently passed 
wat a Meeting of the Protestant DissEnt- 
ers, relative to the Birt, which is now 
before the House of Lords, and which 
thas been brought in by Lorp Viscount 
Sipmoutn, late Mr. Henry Addington, 
metime prime minister of this coun- 
ry. Thinking people as we are, I am 
disposed to believe, that the subject now 
Sbetore us is not very well understood ; 
nd, as I see, that the Courier and other 
enal prints are complaining, that the 
ell-meaning Dissenters are deceived re- 
pecting the object and the natural effects 
bf the Bill, if it should pass into a law, I 
ill endeavour, with my Lord Sidmouth’s 
ave, to make the thing clearly under- 
ood. The enactments of this Bill are 
ated to be as follows. I have not seen 
y copy of the Bill itself; but, I take it 
br granted, that they are correctly stated 
b the published, Resolutions of so respec- 
ble a body as the Meeting above-men- 
oned. “ ], That such Ministers, upon 
being admitted to the peaceable possession 
and enjoyment of the peace of Ministers 
of a separate Congregation, may, on a cer- 
tificate in writing, under the hands of 
several substantial and reputable Iouse- 
holders belonging to such Congregation, 
signed in the presence of some credita- 
ble witness, who is to make proof of 
their signatures upon oath at a General 
Sessions of the Peace, be permitted to 
take oaths and to sign the Declarations 
previously required, and shall then, and 
then only, during their continuance to be 
Ministers of such separate Congregation, 
be entitled to all the privileges and 
exemptions which the former acts had 
conferred. II. That any other per- 
#0n who may desire to qualify himself to 
preach as a Dissenting Minister, must 
Procure several substantial and reputable 
householders, being Dissenters of the 
same Sect, and of the same Congregation, to 
certify on their consciences, in writing, 
*o his being a Protestant Dissenting 
Minister of their Sect, and of the same 











































« Congregation, and to their individual and 
“ long knowledge to his sobriety of conver- 
«sation, and to his ability and fitness to 
“ preach; and that such Certificate must 
«« be proved as before statea, before he be 
“ permitted to take the oath and subscribe 
«the declaration, before he be exempt 
« from the pains, penalties, and punishments 
“to which he would otherwise be liable 
“as a Dissenting Minister. Iil. That 
“ any person of sober life and conversation 
« admitted to preach on probation to any 
“ separate Congregation, must produce a 
“ Certificate from several Dissenting Mi- 
“ nisters, who have taken the oath (to be 
‘¢ also proved on oath at @ General Sessions ) 
“ of his life and conversation, and to their 
“ long previous knowledge, before he can be 
“admitted to take the Oaths and sub- 
« scribe the Declaration, and that he may 
“then, during a limited period, to be speci- 
fied in the Certificate, officiate as a proba- 
“tioner to any Dissenting Congregation, 
« and be, during a limited period, exempt 
“from presecution and punishment; but 
“ neither of the two last-mentioned classes 
“ of persons will be entitled to any privi- 
“ leges, or to the exemptions from offices 
“conferred on Dissenting Ministers by 
“the Toleration Act,” Such is, it is 
said, to be the substance of the new Act; 
and, how it will affect the Dissenters, what 
an alteration it will make respecting them, 
we shall now see. Previous to the first 
year of the reign of Wittiam and Mary 
the Dissenters were liable to divers severe 
penalties and punishments for doing that 
which they now do by law; and their 
Ministers, or Teachers, were liable to be 
punished in avery severe manner. But, 
in the year just mentioned (1688) an Act 
was passed, which is generally called the 
TOLERATION ACT, and which is the 
1Sth chap. of the first year of William and 

Mary. This Act took away great part 

of the hardships, under which the Dissen- 

ters before laboured ; but, it still left them 

subjected to a load of oaths and subscribings, 

and some of these they are still subjected 

to ; so that, one would have wished for the 

abolition of these shackles, rather than the 

mpesing of new ones,——— There were alse 
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certain Eremptions provided for by the 
Toleration Act. That Act not only did 
away punishments by created eremptions. 
The proposed Act would create the 
grounds of punishments, and would take 
away exemptions. —-By the Toleration 
Act anv man, be be who he might, could 
become a Dissenting Minister, upon the 
conditions there prescribed ; namely, tak- 
ing or an oath of fidelity to the King, 
of abjuration of popery, and subscribing 
the Articles of the Church of England, 
with sume exceptions. These condi- 
tions were hard; for, why should. they 
subscribe any of the articles of the 
Church, of the Episcopal Church? How- 
ever, such were the conditions, and the 
only conditions. In the 19th year of 
the present king’s reign (1779) an Act was 
passed (Chap. 44) to do away the obliga- 
tion to subscribe the Articles of the Church of 
England ; and to substitute in lieu thereof, 
simply a declaration of the Person’s being 
a Protestant Dissenter, of his being a Chris- 
tian, and of his belief in the Old and New 
Testament. Thus, then, as to qualifica- 
tion for the Ministry, stands the law at 
this hour.—— Before a man can preach or 
pray or teach, or, in any way Ofliciate, as 
a Dissenting Minister, he must obtain @ 
Certificate of his actually being'a Dissent- 
ing Minister; and, this is the way in 
which he is to obtain it. He is to go toa 
General Sessions of the Peace, held for 
the County or Place, where he lives, and 
there he is to take the oaths of fidelity and 
abjuration, and is to make the declaration 
last mentioned, and, when he has done 
this, the Justices present are to give him 
@ Certificate of his having so done, and this 
constitutes him @ Dissenting Minister, and 
authorizes him to officiate as such, in any 
part of the kingdom where he pleases. ‘The 
Justices cannot refuse to admit him to take 
the oaths and to make the declaration ; 
and, when he has so done, they cannot re- 
fuse him his Certificate. The Act is posi- 
tive and peremptory ; and, indeed, if it 
bad not been so, it would have been a 
most wicked Act; for it would have given 
to the Justices the power of selection, which 
they might have used for the worst of 
purposes. It would have been much 
worse than to pass no Act at all. Such 
is the mode of qualification ;. and, when a 
man is once qualified in this way, he is by 
the Toleration Act, exempted from serv- 
ing upon any Jury, and from being chosen, 
ar appointed to bear, the office of Church- 
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other Parochial offices, and all of 


; ces of ] 
the Hundred or Shire, such as Constable [ee har 
and the like. And, the Act of the 1th si 


year of the present reign carries the ex. 


emption to SERVICEIN THE MILITIA. Je 


which is a very important thing, indeed, Dis 
especially since the passing of Lord Cas. Bile 


tlereagh’s LOCAL MILITIA Act, which J try 
makes every man in England, between [E> by 
the age of 18 and 30 (I believe it is) liable B his 
to the operation of that military discipline, 
having written about which some people lies 
have such excellent reason to remember ty Res 
the Jatest hour of their lives. ——Th, Mil 
reader will stop here a little and fix his eve 
well upon this. This is the main point to 
keep in view, as he will see sufficient proof 
of by-and-by.——We must now look back 
at the provisions of the proposed Act ot 
Lord Sidmouth, which we shall not, I think, 
want much said to convince us, strikes 2 
the very root of the two Acts of Toler 
tion; for, if this Act pass, the obstacles t 
the Ministry wilt be so great, that very 
few men will have either the abjlity, or 
the inclination to surmount them.——Tle ily 
First provision in the intended law, re- cons 
lates to persons, who have actually be Doss 
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and, it is proposed to enact, that, any , hes 
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have no objection to. But, if this Bill be- 
© come a law, there will be no security for 
' the Dissenting Minister, who may be 
| preaching one day, and fighting the next. 
| ——There are many causes; whence a 
| Dissenting Minister may cease to officiate. 
© Iilness may throw him out of his minis- 
' try, and cause his place to be supplied 
by another; and, when recovered from 
F his illness, it may be impossible for him 
‘to recover bis former situation, though he 
‘may be avery worthy man ; but this cir- 
‘cumstance at once subjects him to the 
' Militia, and, as lobserved before, if he be 
Funder 30 years of age, and has not money 
ito pay the fine, he may be under the study 
bof military discipline, in the Local Militia, 
ithe next day after his recovery. Well, 
but, having lost his congregation, ‘ he 
“may get another.”’ Yes, if he can; but, 
how is he to get it if he be ballotted for the 
militia in the meanwhile, or compelled to 
become Overseer of the Poor, or Consta- 
ble? How, in that case, is he to get ano- 
ther congregation? He is almost necessa- 
ily disabled from getting another by the 
onsequences naturally flowing from his 
Joss of the one he now has; and this, of 
Course, must have a tendency to degrade 
hese Ministers in general ; because men 
of character and of education will not like 
0 place themselves in such a precarious 
Bituation, while it/would inevitably hap- 
ben in frequent instances, that a man seen 
the pulpit to-day, would be seen under- 
going «military discipline (that phrase is 
licate enough I think) to-morrow. 
Dissenting Minister may be settled in 
place where he, or his family, have all 
ealth. It is requisite for him to remove ; 
put, if he does, he becomes liable to mili- 
ary discipline, unless he gets another Con- 
fregation immediately. And why-should 
is be? The Ministers of our Church are 
ot liable to military discipline, though 
ey remove from their congregations for 
any yearstogether, It is notorious that 
e half of those, who own the livings in 
gland and Wales, do not reside upon 
nem. They are elsewhere, and very 
equently the excuse is, that the air of 
he place does not agree withthem. And, 
no allowance of this sort to be made for 
he Dissenting Ministers? Why are they 
» be exposed to the balloting for the 
nilitia the moment they leave their place 
abode ? But, how is a man to be- 
yme a Minister, if he be not one already ? 
ow is he, if this Act should pass, to ob- 
W bis Certificate ?——We have seen, 
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that, as the law now stands, he has nothing 
to do but to go to the Justices at their 
Quarter Sessions, and offer to take the 
Oaths and to sign the Declaration, and 
that, having done it, he has his Certificate 
of course, the expence being settled by 
law atsixpence. But, what is he, if -this 
Act pass, to do in order to get’his certifi- 
cate of being qualified? Not of being a 
Minister ; for, he is not to be looked upon 
as such, nor to be entitled to any exemp- 
tions, until he has actually gotten a sepa- 
rate congregation of his own. In order 
to be permitted to qualify, he must, before 
he can show himself to the Justices at the 
Sessions, procure several sUbSTANTIAL and 
reputable householders, belonging to the 
same congregation with himself, to cer- 
tify, on their consciences, in writing, to 
his being a Protestant Dissenter of their 
sectand of the same congregation, and 
to their individual and long knowledge, 
to his sobriety of conversation, and to his abi- 
lity and fitness to preach ; he must bring cre~ 
dible witnesses to prove that such certifi- 
cate was duly signed by the parties; and, 
until he has done all this, the Justices are 
not to permit him to take the oaths and 
sign the declaration, and, if he officiates 
as a Minister without it, he is to be liable 
to all the heavy penalties and punish- 
ments, which were in existence before 
the Toleration Act was passed. Now, 
the reader will easily perceive the eflect 
of this provision. ‘The trouble, the ex- 
pence, and the difficulties of many sorts, 
But, even after this; after all these diffi- 
culties are got over, a person of this de- 
scription, who has qualified for the Minis- 
try, but who has not actually got a con- 
gregation, is not to be entitled to any of 
the exemptions above-mentioned, He may 
still (though he bas qualified as Minister) 
be balloted for the militia and may under- 
go the study of military discipline, whether 
he has a taste for such study or not. 
The remaining provision relates to the ad 
mitting of men to be Ministers on proba- 
tion, or trial. And here the man, to be 
so admitted, must bring a Certificate from 
several Ministers of the same sect, who 











have taken the oaths, the signatures to | 


which Certificate are to be proved.to the 
Justices as in the other case. This Cer- 
tificate, too, is to talk of long previous 
knowledge about life and conversation ; 
and, when the Justices are satisfied, and 
haye suffered him to take the Oaths and 
subscribe the Declaration ; they may then, 
Sor ore time to be specified in the Certi- 
212 
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become a Dissenting Minister, upon the 
conditions there prescribed ; namely, tak- 
ing of an oath of fidelity to the King, 
of aljuration of popery, and subscribing 
the Ariticies of the Church of England, | 
with sume exceptions. These condi- 
tions were hard; tor, why should they 
subscribe any of the articles of the 
Church, of the Episcopal Church? How- 
ever, such were the conditions, and the 
only conditions. In the 19th year of 
the present king’s reign (1779) an Act was 
passed (Chap. 4+) to do away the obliga- 
tion to subscribe the Articles of the Church of 
England ; and to substitute in lieu thereof, 
simply a declaration of the Person’s being 
a f’rotestant Dissenter, of his being a Chris- 
sian, and of his belief in the Old and New 
Vestament. Thus, then, as to qualifica- 
tion for the Ministry, stands the law at 
this hour. Before a man can preach or 
pray or teach, or, in any way ofliciate, as 
a Dissenting Minister, he must obtain a 
Certificate of his actually beingya Dissent- 
ing Minister; and, this is the way in 
which he is to obtain it. He is to go toa 
General Sessions of the Peace, held for 
the County or Place, where he lives, and 
there he is to take the oaths of fidelity and 
abjuration, and is to make the declaration 
last mentioned, and, when he has done 
this, the Justices present are to give him 
@ Cerificate of his having so done, and this 
constitutes him @ Dissenting Minister, and 
authorizes him to officiate as such, in any 
part of the kingdom where he pleases. ‘he 
Justices cannot refuse to admit him to take 
the oaths and to make the declaration ; 
and, when he has so done, they cannot re- 
fuse him his Certificate. The Act is posi- 
tive and peremptory ; and, indeed, if it 
had not been so, it would have been a 
most wicked Act; for it would have given 
to the Justices the power of selection, which 
they might have used for the worst of 
purposes. It would have been much 
worse than to pass no Act at all. Such 
is the mode of qualification ;. and, when a 
man is once qualified in this way, he is by 
the Toleration Act, exempted from serv- 
ing upon any Jury, and from being chosen, 
ar appointed to bear, the office of Church- 
warden, Overseer ef the Poor, and all | 
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f cuulst nem. They are elsewhere, and very 
gs nots? €quently the excuse is, that the air of 
ecome € place does not agree withthem. And, 
He st" no allswance of this sort to be made for 
} to uit te Dissenting Ministers? Why are they 
in some » be exposed to the balloting for the 
, just litia the moment they leave their place 
per the} abode ? But, how is a man to be- 
are tt! a Minister, if he be not one alread y? 
rom li" ow is he, if this Act should pass, to ob- 
of the bis Cortifieate ?———We have seen, 





a 








of cuurse, the ettled by 
la\y atSIXPENCE, But, whatis he, if -tnis 
Act pass, to do in order to get’his certifi- 
cate of being qualified? Not of being a 
Minister ; for, he is not to be looked upon 
as such, nor to be entitled to any exemp- 
tions, until he has actually gotten a sepa- 
rate congregation of his own. In orger 
to be permitted to qualify, he must, before 
he can show himself to the Justices at the 
Sessions, procure several suNSTANTIAL and 
reputable householders, belonging to the 
same congregation with himself, to cer- 
tify, on their consciences, in writing, to 


a’ ND ete ie e*ert) 





| his being a Protestant Dissenter of their 


=) . 
sectand of the same congregation, and 


to their individual and long knowledge, 
to his sobriety of conversation, and to his abi- 
lity and fitness to preach ; he must bring cre 
dible witnesses to prove that such certifi- 
cate was duly signed by the parties; and, 
until he has done all this, the Justices are 
not to permit him to take the oaths and 
sign the declaration, and, if he officiates 
as a Minister without it, he is to be liable 
to all the heavy penalties and punish- 
ments, which were in existence before 
the Toleration Act was passed. Now, 
the reader will easily perceive the effect 
of this provision. ‘The trouble, the ex- 
pence, and the difficulties of many sorts. 
But, even after this; after all these diffis 
culties are got over, a person of this de- 
scription, who has qualified for the Minis- 
try, but who has not actually got a con- 
gregation, is not to be entitled to any of 
the exemptions above-mentioned, He may 
still (though he has qualified as Minister) 
be balloted for the militia and may under- 
go the study of military discipline, whether 
he has a taste for such study or not.—— 
The remaining provision relates to the ad- 
mitting of men to be Ministers on proba- 
tion, or trial, And here the man, to be 
so admitted, must bring a Certificate from 
several Ministers of the same sect, who 
have taken the oaths, the signatures to 
which Certificate are to be proved.to the 
Justices as in the other case. This Cer- 
tificate, too, is to talk of long previous 
knowledge about life and conversation ; 
and, when the Justices are satisfied, and 
haye suffered him to take the Oaths and 
subscribe the Declaration ; they may then, 
Sor ——w time to be specified in the Certi- 
212 
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ficate, let him officiate as a probationer to 


any Dissenting Congregation, and, during 
« limited time, they may exempt him from 
prosecution and punishment under the old 
Jaws. But, even during the time that 
he is in this state of probation as a Minis- 
ter, he is not to be exempted from burdensome 
offices, or from the Local or the other militia ; 
and, it may so happen, that his Captain or 
Serjeant will come and take him out of his 
pulpit and put him into the Guard-house 
or Black-hole.——-What an alteration is 
here! As the law now stands, any man 
may become a Minister without any Cer- 
tificate or Witness or any thing else but 
his own Oaths and his Declaration; and, 
the moment he does become a Minister, he 
issecured against being forced into the mi- 
litia, or to become a constable or other 
peace or parochial officer. It is very 
clear, that if this Act of Lord Sidmouth 
should pass, that the Justices will, in fact, 
have the selecting of all the Dissenting Mi- 
nisters; for, there is so much placed in 
their power, that it would be impossible to 
avoid this effect.——The Act will not, 
perhaps, say, that they shall have it in 
their discretion to refuse Certificates; but, 
if it make provision for signatures of re- 
eommendation by substantial and reputable 
persons, it will, and it must, make them 
the judges of whether the parties signing be 
ef this description. That’s enough! Leave 
any one point wholly to them. Make 
them the sole masters of any link in the 
chain, and you do, in reality, put the 
whole thing in their power. You give 
them the selection of the personsto be Mi- 
nisters, and you also enable them to limit 
the numbers; and, of course, the Tolera- 
tion Act would be virtually repealed.—_— 
I shall be told, that this is not the inten- 
tion at all; that nothing is further from 
the views of the Author of the Bill; and 
that I am quite mistaken as to the effect 
of it. As to what may be the views of the 
Author of the Bill, that is another matter. 
I am speaking of what the Bill would pro- 
duce; and, if it be what it is represented 
to be, it would produce what I am now 
describing. ——I[t will not, perhaps, say, 
that the Justices shall have it in their dis- 
cretion to reject any man on account of 
their dislike of him, or without any reason 
assigned. ‘The Act will not say this per- 
haps; but, as to the fulfilment of its own 
provisions, relative to the substantial and 
reputable householders, it must give the 
Justices a discretion; they must be the 
judges and the sole judges of the recom- 
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| themselves to be of that Churcl 


“The Justices are all appointe 





mendations they receive; it must be left 
to them to decide whether ihe persons 
signing the recommendation be, or be not, 
substantial and reputable people ; and, we 
all know very well, that what one man 
may think substantial another may not, and 
that, with regard to who is, or is not, re- 
putable, the difference in men’s Opinions 
may be still wider» Those whom Major 
CartTwRicHT, for instance, would think 
very reputable people, Joun Bew es (who 
is a Justice by the bye) would be very 
likely to think just the contrary ; and, if 
a flat refusal were not grounded uponsuch 
‘an objection, there might, at least, be de- 
lay; the applicant, together with his wit- 

nesses, might be sent away to seek more 

reputable vouchers for his‘ character; 

when he came, he might be sent back 

again ; his witness to the signatures might 

be questioned and cross-questioned ; and 

thus the vexation and humiliation migit 

become so great, and, indeed, the expence, 

that, what with one thing and another, it 

mightamountto a very serious persecution. 

——But, why should I suppose that the Jue. 

tices would actthus. I donot say that they 

would. It is not necessary for me to sty 

that they would. It is enough for me to 

know that they could. I am not saying 

what would be, but what might be. J am 

reasoning and not conjuring. ——But 

when one is reasoning upon probabilities; 

when one is endeavouring to ascertail 

what it is likely the Justices would do, t 

is worth while to ask what the Justice 

are. In the country, more than two 

thirds, I believe, of those who — . 

the Sessions, are Clergymen of the Chure : 

England. Where this is the case 1t = 

is not too much to expect, that the roa z 

the Dissenting Ministry will not be 

smoothed by the Justices. And, as “ie ' 

other Justices, they must have amr 

Test at any rate. There are vers f 

the Chure 

perhaps, who do not belong to sail 

of England; but, at the least, they ro 

have taken the Test; they must have 


, . Jare 
an act, by which they do, 1n i 





sqouravie 
they cannot be expected to be ae) , 
to the Dissenters.——But, w# i) the 
! e than 4 
upon as of more consequenc bot tigi 
rest, is, the political influence t 


i] here. 
and that inevitably would, preva) 
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all selected, by the governme ointed 


Sheriffs are all selected and appl batt 
the same way. Every.one, W Sole 
power from this bill, does, exceP 
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| of the Corporations, derive that power 
' trom the same source. ‘This being the 
"case, Can any one suppose, that, in a mat- 
| ter where there is diseretzon, the decision 
~ will not be on the side of the government, 
especially in cases where there is no ap- 
parent injury done to the pariy; for, to 
some persons it will always be difficult to 
~ make it out that a man is injured by a re- 
- fusal to suffer him to preach; and, as to 
~ the public, I would fain see the man who 
~ would undertake to prove to a dozen of 
| Clergymen and ’Squires that a well-set 
" young fellow would not be better em- 
_ ployed in the Local Militia, fighting for 
ES the preservation of their Tythes and ‘Es- 
» tates, than in preaching and praying to 
| a Dissenting Congregation.——Such as 
~ were admitted as Ministers would, at any 
> rate, have to pass review before the Jus- 
> tices, who would naturally have a leaning 
a against all those whom they looked upon 
| as bad politicians. If, for instance, I were 
> to apply for a qualification. A thing by 
" no means probable, to be sure; but, I put 
» itas astrong case. IfI were to apply to 
» the Justices, does the reader not imagine, 
that they would think a little before they 
granted it? To be sure they would ; and, 
indeed, no man can doubt, that, in every 
instance, political considerations would 
shave great weight. The Act would, in 
| short, give the government, or rather, the 
Ministry, through the Justices, the selection 
}oi the Dissenting Ministers ; and, to sup- 
pose that they would select such as were 
mot favourable to their own views, one 
must first see them in the habit of sup- 
porting at Elections those whom they ex- 
pect to oppose them in the House.—— 
Does any one imagine, that this was not 
secn clearly at the time of passing the To- 
ERATION AcT? It was clearly seen, 
that, if there was any discretionary power 
odged with the Justices, the Act \s:ould 
either have no effect in the way of tolera- 
sion, or would cause toleration to be bar- 
ered for political purposes. Therefore it 
vas that the Toleration Act left no discre- 
ion at all; but made it imperative upon 
he Justices to grant and to record the do- 
Ument constituting any man a Dissenting 
linister, if he presented himself before 
hem and pai to comply with the con- 
Hitions specified in the Act..——But, there 
Sa further consideration that must now 
‘ave great weight given to it. At the 
me when the Toleration Act was passed, 
he Custom of making Clergymen Justices 
d not, I believe, prevail to any extent | 
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worthy of notice ; and, indeed, I believe, 


it did not exist at all. This custom, if it 
had existed, would certainly have been an 
additional motive for the imperative 
provision of the-Toleration Act; for 
to conclude that a Clergyman, acting as a 
Justice, would, as far as possible, increase 
the obstacles to the Ministry of the Dis- 
senters, it is not necessary to suppose him 
a bad man, but, on the contrary, to con- 
clude that he would not increase these 
obstacles, you must first suppose him com- 
pletely divested of every thing worthy of 
the name of zeal for the Church, to whom 
every virtuous and able Dissenting Minis- 
ter must necessarily be a formidable 
enemy. Either, therefore, your Clerical 
Justice must be something very little 
better than a traitor to the Church, or he 
must be almost irresistibly drawn to raise 
obstacles in the way of good and clever 
men in their way to the Dissenting Minis- 
try. This consideration, however, though 
weighty, is trifling compared to another 
arising out of the change in the magiste- 
rial part of our government since the time 
when the Toteration Acr was passed. 
I allude to that very material measure, 
the Appointment of Justices of the Peace 
with SALARIES, and REMOVEABLE 
AT PLEASURE. Such a thing had 
never been heard of in England in 1683. 
It has been heard of now, and seen too ; 
and we now haye in the Metropolis, 
twenty-four men, commonly called PO- 
LICE MAGISTRATES, who have all the 
powers of Justices of the Peace, not only 
in the Metropolis itself, but in all the four 
populous counties adjoining it, namely, 
Middlesex, Essex, Kent, and Surrey, for 
all which counties they have Commissions 
of the Peace, and, of course, where they 
are amongst the Justices sitting at the 
General Sessions for these counties. These 
men were first appointed under an Act of 
Parliament, passed in the year 1792, just 
upon the eve of the late, or Anti-Jacobin 
war. They are paid £.500 a year each, 
free of all deductions. Amongst other 
provisions in the Act by which they were 
appointed, they were disqualified, as Ex- 
cisemen are, to vote at Elections for Mem- 
bers to serve in Parliament. But, they are 
fully qualified by the Police Acttositcheek 
by jow! with the Gentlemen of the Coun- 
ties of Essex, Middlesex, Kent, and Surry, 
at the General Sessions of the Peace of 
those counties ; and, of course, they would 
be fully qualified to hear, and to determune 
on, the applications of persons to become 
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Dissenting Ministers, if the proposed Act 
were to be passed. Here, in and round 
the Metropolis, are, it is well known, the 
greater part of the Dissenters. A fourth 
part, perhaps, of the population of Eng- 
land, if not more, live within the jurisdic- 
tion of these STIPENDIARY JUSTICES, 
who, from their numbers, are at all times 
likely to form a majority of the Justices 
present at the General Sessions of the 
Peace held in any of the above four coun- 
ties; and who, from the very nature of 
their situation, must be disposed to do no- 
thing hostile or displeasing to the Minis- 
try of the day, their places being held at the 
pleasure of the Crown.-—The nature of 
their situation, with regard to the Minis- 
try, and the natural tendency of it to 
create an undue bias in politics, is clearly 
marked out by the provisions of the Act 
by which they were appointed, and which, 
as to elections, for Members of Parliament, 
puts them upon a footing with Excisemen 
and others, who are deprived of the elec- 
tive franchise merely on account of the 
strong temptations of their offices. Yet, 
if the Act of Lord SipMouTH were to pass, 
these men would have the discretionary 
power that I have shown above in the licen- 
sing of one half, perhaps, or more than one 
half of all the Dissenting Ministers in Eng- 
land and Wales ; because it is from the Me- 
tropolis chiefly that these Ministers start.— 
After what has been said, there is no one, 
J imagine, who can doubt, that the effect 
of the proposed Act would be to lessen 
the number of Dissenting ministers, and, 
indeed, if the Act could be enforced, to 
render the Toreration Act, or, rather, 
Acrs (for the last is a very important one) 
of none, or, of very little, avail. Upon 
this point there can, I think, be very 
little difierence of opinion: whether it be 
right to render these Acts a nullity is ano- 
ther question, but this is a question which 
I have not time to discuss here, though I 
shall not fail to do it in my next, 





Ho.ianv.—Tne Press. The Morn- 
ing Chronicle of yesterday states, that, in 
Holland, the Printers are compelled. to 
enregister their presses, and their own 
names and places of abode *. And then fol- 
lows a commentary of compassion upon the 


poor Dutch ! Really one can hardly 


* « The Dutch booksellers, printers, type- 
“« founders, and press-makers, are by a late 
** decree, published at Amsterdam, to have 
* their names and residences registered.” 
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printer and publisher? 
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believe one’s eyes.——Why, does ” 
Mr. Perry know that his press is enregis- 
tered at the great Taxing Office at the 
Place called Somerset House? Does he 
not know, that his name and his printer’ 
name, and his publisher’s name, and all 
their places of abode, are enregistered at 
the said ‘Tax-Office ; and, that the enre. 
gisterment is sworn to by him and by his 
What does he 
mean, then? He does not tell us of the 
sort of Atonement that unfortunate printers 
make to offended bishops in Holland, and 
how the poor Dutchmen manage the mat- 
ter so as to bring themselves off upon such 
occasions; whether they cry up the 
Bishop’s tather and mother and brothers 
and sisters and wife and children and cov- 
sins and foster mothers and sisters-in-law 
and half brothers, nay, almost down to 
the very dogs and cats of the family. 
He does not tell us this; for which | am 
sorry, as I should have been glad to know 
how a Duich printer would bring himself 
off in such an emergency.*——We hear 

* As Mr. Perry seems not to be aware 
of the laws in force in his own country, | 
beg leave to subjoin some of their prove 
sions here for his information. 

By the Act 13 Geo, I. c. 19, (to re 
strain and prevent the excessive increas 
of horse races, &c.) it is enacted, “ That 
every person or person who shall make, 
“ print, publish, advertise, or proclaim 
any Advertisement or Notice of any 
“plate, prize, sum of money, oF = 
« thing, of less value than Pitty Poug s 
“to be run for by any horse, mare, ” 
« gelding, shall forfeit and lose the si” 
«of one hundred pounds.” as 

By the Act 25 Geo. II. cap, 36, ( 
better preventing thefts and oncegpit : 
is enacted, “ ‘Ihat any person Pp" re 
 acvertising a reward with ‘No a0 ic 
asked,’ for the return of things ‘ 
« have been stolen or lost, or making ! : 
« of any such words in such publics 
« vertisement, &c. shall for every $ 
« offence forteitsifty pounds. how the 

The Act 39 Geo. III. cap. aah " 
more effectual suppression of ees 
tablished for seditious and <set 

‘ : | provisions & 
purposes), contains severa a Hous 
penalties respecting Printers, 
ers, and Printing Press Makers. 4 ae 

Sect. 23 enacts, “ That, from 2” 
és Gren f forty days from 

the expiration of | 
“day of passing this 
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no more now about the énsurrection in Hol- 
land and the Judges there, whence | con- 
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clude that all is quiet again. The Morn- 
ING Post, to be sure, tells us, that “ there 
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‘printing, shall cause a notice thereof, 
‘signed in the presence of and attested by 
‘one witness, to be delivered to the clerk 
‘of the peace acting for the county, 
‘ stewartry, riding, division, city, borough, 
‘town, or place, where the same shall be 
‘intended to be used, or his deputy, ac- 
> “cording to the form prescribed in the 
> “schedule hereunto annexed ; and such 
— “clerk of the peace, or deputy respec- 
» “tively, shall, and he is hereby autho- 
" “rized and required to grant a certificate 
“in the form prescribed in the schedule 
‘hereunto annexed, for which such clerk 
» “of the peace, or deputy, shall receive 
> “the fee of one shilling, and no more; 
>,“ and such clerk of the peace, or his de- 
', “ puty, shall file such notice, and transmit 
©)“ an attested copy thereof to one of his Ma- 
5)“ jesty’s principal secretaries of state; and 
> “every person who, not having delivered 
» *‘ such notice and obtained such certificate 
©“ as aforesaid, shall, from and after the 
>“ expiration of forty days next after the 
“ passing of this Act, keep or use any 
/“ printing press or types for printing, or, 
» “having delivered such notice and ob- 
© * tained such certificate as aforesaid, shall 
“use any printing press or types for 
© printing in any other place than the place 
* expressed in such notice, shall forfeit 
and lose the sum of twenty pounds.” 
Sect. 24 exempts his Majesty’s Printers, 
nd the Public Presses belonging to the 
4wo Universities. 
Sett. 25 and 26 relate to the same En- 
egisterment and Certificate by Type 
ounders and Printing Press Makers. 
Sect. 27 enacts, “ That from and after 
the expiration of forty days afier the 
passing of this Act, every person who 
shall print any paper or book whatso- 
> *ver, which shall be meant or intended 
‘to be published or dispersed, whether 
the same shall be sold or given away, 
shall print upon the front of every such 
paper, if the same shall be printed on 
one side only, and upon the first and last 
leaves of every paper or book which 
shall consist of more than one leaf, in 
legible characters, Ais or her name, and 
the name of the city, town, parish, or 
Place, and also the name (if any) of the 
Square, street, lane, court, or place, in 
which his or her dwelling house or usual 
place of abode shall be ; and every per- 
son who shail omit so te print his name 
and place of abode on every such paper 
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or book printed by him, and also every 
« person who shall publish or disperse, or 
« assist in publishing or dispersing, either 
“oratis or for money, any printed paper 
“or book, which shall have been printed 
after the expiration of forty days from 
“the passing of this Act, and on which 
«the name and place of abode of the per- 
“ son printing the same shall not be print- 
« ed as aforesail, shall, for every copy of 
“ such paper so published or dispersed by 
“him, forfeit and pay the sum of twenty 
© nounds.”’ 
"Sect. 28 exempts papers printed by au- 
thority of either house of parliament. 
Sect. 29 enacts, “ That every person 
“who, from and after the expiration of 
“ forty days after the passing of this Act, 
“shall print any paper for hire, reward, 
“ gain, or profit, shall carefully preserve 
‘‘and keep one copy (at least) of every 
“ angel so printed by him or her, on which 
“he or she shall write, or cause to be 
written or printed, in faiy and legible 
“ characters, the name and place of abode of 
“ the person or persons by whom he or she shall 
“* be employed to print the same; and every 
person printing any paper for hire, re- 
“ ward, gain, or profit, who shal! omit or 
“ neglect to write, or cause to be written 
“or printed as aforesaid, the name and 
“place of his or her employer on one of 
“ such printed papers, or to keep or pre- 
“serve the same fur the space of six 
“ calendar months next after the printing 
‘thereof, or to produce and show the same 
to any justice of the peace, who, within 
“ the said space of six calendar months, 
“ shall require ‘to see the same, shall, for 
“every such omission, neglect, or refusal, 
“ forfeit and lose the sum of twenty pounds,’” 
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Form of Notice to be given to the Clerk of the 
Peace, thut any Person keeps any Printing 
Press or Types for Printing. 


“ To the clerk of the peace for— 
[here insert the county, stewartry, riding, 
division, city, borough, town, or place, ] 
or his deputy. 

“I, A. B. of do hereby de- 
“clare that I have a printing press and 
“types for printing, which I propose 
“ to use for printing, within [here insert 
“the place where the business is to be 
“ carried on,] and which I require to be 
“entered for that purpose, in pursuance 
of an Act passed in the thirty-ninth year 
« of the reign of his Majesty King George 
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«can be no doubt of an explosion in Hol- 
“ land being near at hand; and, that the 
“ Dutch are merely waiting till they hear 
“of the complete success of Lord Wel- 
*‘ lington over Massena.”’ And, as luck 
would have it, here is that to its hand. 


Portucat.—Tae War. A few days 
ago, the accounts from this part of the 
world appeared rather gloomy ; but, the 
last intelligence has quite changed the 
face of it. ‘This intelligence, by the way 
of Bristol, says, that the French have been 
defeated completely ;_ that Lord Talavera 
has killed 4,000 of them; taken 700 pri- 
soners; that he has drowned great num- 
bers of them besides; that he was in full 
chase of the remains of their army towards 
Salamanca. This is Lie the fifty thou- 
sandth, perhaps, that this nation has been 
treated with since the beginning of the 
Anti-Jacobin war, or Assignat war, call it 
which you will. The monstrous false- 
hoods that are served out to this gaping 
public! Any thing ; nothing is too gross. 
A falsehood of some sort or other, is served 
out every day; and sometimes twenty or 











“the Third, entitled, “An Act for the 
« « more effectual suppression of societies 
“ « established for seditious and treasona- 
‘« « ble purposes, and for better preventing 
*  treasonable and seditious practices.” ” 

“ Witness my hand this day of 
——Signed in the presence of 


Cory or A CERTIFICATE. 


Lonpvon.—I Thomas Shelton, Clerk of 
the Peace for the City of London, do 
hereby certify that Thomas Curson Han- 
sard of Peterborough Court Fleet Street, 
in the Parish of Saint Bride in the said 
City, hath delivered a notice in writin 
appearing to be signed by him, and at- 
tested by T. Martin as a Witness to his 
signing the same, that he the said Thomas 
Curson Hansard hath a Printing Press and 
Types for printing, which he proposes to 
use for printing within his House afore- 
said, and which he hath required to be 
entered pursuant to an Act passed in the 
thirty-ninth year of his Majesty’s Reign, 
intituled, “ An Act for the more effectual 
“‘ suppression of Societies established for 
“ seditious and treasonable purposes; and 
“ for better preventing treasonable and se- 
“ditious practices.” Witness my hand 
this seventeenth day of August, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and five. 

| Tuomas SHELTon, 
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thirty ima day.——Let us hope, however, the 
that, for once, we have some truth in this the 
intelligence. It is high time; for, we of 
have had so many falsehoods of late, that En 
it quite sickens one to think of them. lati 

W™. COBBETT, » did 
State Prison, Newgate, Tuesday, e and 
May 21, 1811. © har 
a » the 
MEETING OF PROTESTANT DISSENTERS, [e_ “es 
At a numerous and most respectable > intr 
Meeting of Protestant Dissenters of variou, JR reg 
denominations, and cther Friends to Relj. » 4 
gious Liberty, residing in different parts | pro 
of the United Empire, held at the Loudon J nist 
Tavern, Bishopsgate-street, on the 15th of 7 - 
May, ISI1. > reli 
5 Pare Mitts, Esq. Chairman, to | 
The following Resolutions were agreed 7 el 
too :— em Dein 
1. That this Meeting believe that there > sion 
are at least two millions of Protestant Dis- » ters 
senters in the kingdom of England and > 2 ce 
Wales, including persons of opulent for- ) of se 
tunes, high literary attainments, and ace 5 hold 
tive benevolence; that their exertions ® sign 
have contributed to promote industry, witn 
knowledge, good morals, social order, and 4 en 
public prosperity ; that they are npt In : the 
ferior to any fellow subjects in fervent p tos 
love to their country, nor in ardent loyalty quire 
to their venerable Sovereign, whose early )durit 
promise to “ preserve the tolerations In- i of po 
«« violate,” has made an indelible impres 1 al 
sion on their hearts, and that any means ithe f 
which might excite their discontent and i, 
enfeeble their attachment, would therefore eet 
. s period, histe) 
at any time, and especially at this p - 
be inconsistent with the national interest td 
and with wise and liberal policy. a Con, 
2. That although this Meeting const” i. - 
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the communications frequently made by 
- the Right Hon. Lord Viscount Sidmouth, 
> of his intention to propose legislative 
Enactments interfering with the laws re- 
lating to Protestant Dissenters; that they 
did hope the applications he has received, 
and the information communicated would 
have prevented his perseverance; but 
' they have learned the disappointment of 
_ their hopes, and have ascertained the pro- 
 yisions of the Bill which he has at length 
" introduced into Parliament with extreme 
| regret, and with painful apprehension. 


a provisions relating to the Dissenting Mi- 
» nisters contained in the Toleration Act, 
"and in the subsequent Act for their further 
' relief, were intended to be limited only 
_ to Ministers of separate Congregations, 
and enacts, 1. That such Ministers, upon 
being admitted to the peaceable posses- 
sion and enjoyment of the peace of Minis- 
' ters ofa separate Congregation, may, on 
' a certificate in writing, under the hands 
> of several substantial and reputable House- 
» holders belonging to such Congregation, 
' signed in the presence of some creditable 
> witness, who is to make proof of their sig- 


"natures upon oath at a General Sessions of 


the Peace, be permitted to take oaths and 
» to sign the Declarations previously re- 
quired, and shall then, and then only, 
‘during their continuance to be Ministers 
© of such separate Congregation, be entitled 
to all the privileges and exemptions which 
ithe former acts had conferred. 2d. That 
any other person who may desire to qua- 
lify himself to preach as a Dissenting Mi- 
Mister, must procure several substantial 
‘and reputable householders, being Dis- 
‘senters of the same Sect, and of the same 
‘Congregation, to certify on their con- 
Psciences, in writing, to his being a Pro- 
testant Dissenting Minister of their Sect, 
And of the same Congregation, and to their 
individual and long knowledge to his so- 
riety of conversation, and to his ability 
and fitness to preach ; and that such Cer- 
ificate must be proved as before stated, 
before he be permitted to take the oath 
and subscribe the declaration before he 
be exempt from the pains, penalties and 
punishments to which he would otherwise 
be liable as a Dissenting Minister. And 
3. That an person of sober life and con- 
yersation vlesitiel to preach on probation 
> any separate Congregation must pro- 
tuce a Certificate from several Dissenting 
Ministers, who have taken the oath (to be 
So proved on oath at a General Sessions) 
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4. That this Bill declares that all the, 
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| of his life and conversation, and to their 
long previous knowledge, before he can be 
admitted to take the Oaths and subscribe 
the Declaration, and that he may then, 
during a limited period, to be specified in 
the Certificate, officiate as a probationer 
to any Dissenting Congregation, and be 
during a limited period exempt from pro- 
secution and punishment; but neither of 
the two last-mentioned classes of persons 
will be entitled to any privileges, or to the 
exemptions from offices conferred on Dis- 
senting Ministers by the Toleration Act. 
5. That the principle assumed as the 
foundation of the Bill is incorrect. That 
the ‘Toleration Act authorized any persons 
to become Dissenting Ministers, who con- 
ceived themselves to be called and quali- 
fied-to preach, upon giving security to 
the State for their Loyalty and Christian 
Principles, by taking certain Oaths, and 
by subscribing certain Declarations, and 
not only prevented their persecution un- 
der Laws made in times less favourable to 
civil and religious liberty, but conceiving 
their labours to be of public utility, grant- 
ed to them exemptions from.all parochial 
offices and other duties which might in- 





terfere with their more important exer- 


| tions—that such construction of the Oath 


of Toleration has been sanctioned by the 
general practice of a century, and has 
never been impugned by any decision in 
a superior Court of Law—and that if even 
such construction be incorrect, and legis- 
lative exposition be required, such de- 
claratory Bill ought to follow the inten- 
tion of the only Act which has subse- 
quently passed; and should extend, and 
not contract ; protect, and not impair the 
relief afforded by the former, ancient, and 
venerable Statute. 

6. That the Bill introduced into Par- 
liament is not justified by any necessity, 
and wi!l be highly injurious—that it is 
unnecessary because the evils presumed 
to result from the abuses of the existing 
laws by a few persons who may have im- 
properly taken the oaths required from 
Dissenting Preachers and Teachers, do not 
exist but to a most inconsiderablie extent, 
and because the extension of all such 
abuses has been anxiously and would be 
effectually discountenanced by every class 
of Protestant Dissenters, and that it must 
be injurious, because it will introduce forms 
unprecedented, incanvenient, or impracti- 
cable—will render itinerant Preachers, 
Students of divinity, Ministers on Proba- 
tion, and many persons, to whose ardent 
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iety and disinterested labours, multitudes 
are indebted for Religious Instruction, 
liable to serve all Civil Offices; and will 
expose all Ministers or the witnesses to 
the Certificates to be harrassed by repeated 
attendances at different Sessions, and to 
capricious examinations and unlimited 
expence, because by limiting the right of 
persons to become Dissenting Ministers in 
obedience to their consciences, it will im- 
pose new restrictions on toleration, and 
because it will create a precedent for 
future attempts at even more dangerous or 
fatal experiments against religious liberty. 

7. That although most reluctant to in- 
terference with political affairs, they there- 
fore cannot regard the present attempt 
without peculiar sensations of alarm, and 
that veneration for their ancestors, regard 
to their posterity, respect for rights which 
they can never abandon, and the sacred 
obligations which they feel will therefore 
compel them to disregard all doctrinal 
and ritual distinctions, and to unite, by 
every legitimate effort, to prevent the 
pending Bill from passing into a Law, and 
to oppose the smallest diminution of the 
privileges secured by the Act of Tolera- 
tion. 

8. That, from the noble declaration of 
the liberal-minded and illustrious Prince 
Regent of the Empire, that he will deliver 
up the Constitution unaltered, to his Royal 
Father, this Meeting are encouraged to 
indulge a confident hope, that measures 
80 innovating and injurious can never ob- 
tain the sanction of his high authority, 
and that they also rejoice that it has not 
been introduced by his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment; and that respectful application be 
therefore made to them. for their wise and 
continued protection. That a Petition to 
the House of Lords against the Bill be 
signed by all the Persons present at this 
Meeting; and that all Congregations of 
Protestant Dissenters, and other Friends to 
Religious Liberty, throughout the Empire, 
be recommended to present similar Peti- 
tions; and that a Committee, consisting 
of Persons, resident in London, and in the 
Country, be appointed to effectuate these 
proceedings, and to adupt any measures 
they may deem expedient, to prevent the 
successful prosecution of this Bill; and 
that each Committee may increase their 
number ; and that any three Members be 
competent to act. 

9. That these Resolutions be communi- 
cated by the Committee now appointed to 
the Committee for guarding the Privileges 
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of the Methodists, and to the Deputies and 





Ministers of the Congregations of P 
tant Dissenters of the three denominat 


invited, 


10, ‘That a Subscription be entered into 
to defray the expences which may be jp. 
curred ; and that Friends to Religious 
Liberty throughout the Empire be invited 
to contribute; and that such Subscrip- 
tion be appropriated at the discretion of 


the Committee. 


11. That Subscriptions be received by 
Messrs. Robarts, Curtis, and Co. Lombard- 
street; Sir James Esdaile and Co. Lon- 
bard-steet ; and Down, Thornton and Co, 


Bartholomew-lane. 
12. That Thomas Pellatt, Esq 


Hoxton-square, be solicited to act as joint 
Secretaries to the Committee. 

13. That the acknowledgements of this 
Meeting be presented to the Gentlemen 
by whom it was convened, for the vigi- 
lance meritorivusly displayed, and tor 
their prompt attention to every attempted 
infringement of the invaluable and long- 
established rights of the Protestant Dis 
senters. . 

14. That this Meeting present their 
ardent thanks to the Chairman, for tle 
attachment to Religious Liberty which he 
has displayed, by consenting to preside 
on this occasion, and for the attention and 
ability which he has manifested. | 

15. That their thanks be also presente 


to John Wilks, Esq. for the ability and 


zeal which he has manifested as temp 
rary Secretary, and for his eloquent ® 
useful exertions at this meeting. 
16. That these Resolutions be “Ws 
in the Newspapers, signed by the C - 
man, and that measures be adopted by 2 
Committee, necessary to give them rq 
site Selb RO Mutts, Chairman. 
eee eee 
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power as a Member of Parliament, he 
viewed it independent of any considera- 
tions respecting the persons in whom such 
- power was to be vested ; and viewing it in 
' this light, it appeared to him as a power 
- that enabled a single Corporate Body to 
» change, at will, the relative proportion 
> which the real money of the country should 
| bear to all other commodities whatever. 
> He should not stop now to consider the 
' yast consequences that might one time re- 
sult from the political effects of the exer- 
cise of such a power in bad or imprudent 
~ hands. The contract for the payment of 
7 money was a stipulation as to quantity 
’ fixed and invariable, altogether indepen- 
> dent of the circumstances of the time at 
\ which it is so contracted to be paid. If 
he had not already wearied the Committee, 
’ he could cite to them various antient pre- 
> cedents of contracts, wherein it was sti- 
- pulated, that if, owing to any interven- 
tion of untoward public events, the obligee 
» could not be paid by money in tale, that 
y he should be paid in so many ounces of 
"silver in standard weight and fineness. 
‘There were two kinds of banks, banks of 
“deposit and banks of discount. If the Bank 
of England limited its issue of paper to 
" paper convertible into specie, it would 
then embrace in itself all the advantages 
Hof both kinds of banks ; and however un- 
justly he might have been represented as 
nh enemy to that great Corporation, he 
hought it, under such limitations, as one 
bf the most perfect models of the banking 
ystem. He next adverted to what had 
allen from a Right Honourable Friend 
Mr. Rose) in the course of the last night’s 
debate respecting the injuries likely to 
esult from certain statements in a publi- 
ation of his (Mr. Huskisson); his Right 
onourable Friend had acquitted him of 
very culpable intention, and therefore it 
rould not be necessary for him to enter 
to any vindication of his motives. But 
hen his Kight Honourable Friend spoke 
t some of the passages as having a ten- 
ency to degrade the national character, 
€ thought that bis Right Honourable 
riend was bound in candour to have 
ointed ought those passages which struck 
im in so ubjectionable a point of view. 
his, however, he (Mr. H.) would say, 
bwever unwilling he was to provoke such 
charge, that if such a currency could be 
ade a legal tender, without reference to 
fixed standard, it would amount to a 
each of the public faith—it seemed, 
Wever, that he had given offence by his 
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comparison in that publication between the 
Bank of England and the Misissippischeme; 
but the principles avowed by Mr. Law were 
the same as those adopted by the Bank of 


England. Here he read several passages 


| from Mr. Law’s book, laying great stress on 


that passage, where Mr. Law laid itdown 
as a principle, that “few, if any borrow 
money to lay by.”—A Right Hon. Gent. 
had said, that the price of gold for the 
years 1809 and 10 had not varied from 4. 
an ounce; but he forgot to add, that the 
Bank of England had come to a resolution 
not to purchase gold at a higher price 
than 4/. an ounce (Hear!) But this had 
nothing to say to the market price, which 
had been proved before the Bullion Com- 
mittee to have been so high as 4/. 10s. an 
ounce at the same period. He gave it 
then, as his deliberate opinion, thatif they 
did not raise the denomination of the gold, 
or approximate the currency more to the 
standard, no laws, no penalties, however 
severe, could put a stop to the exporta- 
tion of bullion—it must go on progres- 
sively. Heasked what could be admitted 
as a criterion of the depreciation, if the 
difference between the standard value of 
coin, and the price of the current paper, 
was denied to be that criterion? Were we 
to be told that our currency was not de- 
preciated at a time when the exchange 
was against us to the amount of 25 and 
30 per cent. and when there were so 
many trials and convictions for the sale 
and purchase of guineas? Here he begged 
leave to refer them to a recent instance 
scarcely yet generally known; an edict 
had been lately issued by the Emperor of 
Austria, declaring the value of the paper 
circulation in his dominions to be reduced 
4-5ths from the day of the date of this 
edict, a debt previously contracted, to the 
amount of 500 florins, suddenly fell to the 
value of 100 florins, so that the national 
debt of 80 millions of florins was at once 
reduced to nearly 15 millions. This edict 
referred to a table at the end, stating the 
price at which all pecuniary contracts 
shall be liquidated, subject to the depre- 
ciation of the paper currency, month by 
month. The depreciation had gone on 
very gradually and slowly from 1799, 

when it had fallen 3 per cent. till 1801, 

when it fell to the rate already stated. 

The effect of this must be to lower prices 

and raise exchanges, and yet would it be 

said after this, that the quantity of paper 

had nothing to do with the price of bul- 

lion? With respect ta the means of the 
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These were, indeed, the sterling qualities 
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Bank to resume cash payments, he be- 
lieved that they possessed a large 
quantity of gold, and it would be re- 
membered that they were ready to re- 
sume their cash payments in the October 
of the year in which they had been sus- 
pended. If they looked at the great 
change in the scale of profits now made 
by the Bank, he thought that that increase 
of profit might open a way for enabling 
the Bank to resume their cash payments, 
When Parliament had given to them in 
the Restriction Act a letter of licence to 
suspend their engagements to the public, 
he thought that it was not asking too 
much of the Bank to require of them to 
make use of the profits arising out of that 
suspension so as to restore them to that 
situation which would render the continua- 
tion of that suspension no longer neces- 
sary. (Hear! hear!) If they make an 
extra profit, let them use it in replacing 
themselves in their former situation. The 
Honourable Gentleman then proceeded to 
shew that he had been singular in none of 
the opinions he had advanced upon this 
subject. These opinions might be wrong, 
but they were not new. If he was in 
error, he was in error with Burleigh—with 
Bacou-—-with Mr. Locke—with Sir Isaac 
Newton—and with Mr. Pitt; and if the 
Right Honourable Gentleman and the 
Bank were right, they were right with 
Mr. Lowndes and Mr. Law—for precisely 
the samc principles, theory and doctrine, 
were maintained by both. It had been 
said by one of them, that at one period 
the price of standard silver had risen 77 
pence per ounce. What was standard 
silver? He could not understand what was 
meant by standard silver—there was, in 
fact, no such thing—but it had been more 
than insinuated, that the wealth of the 
country depended on the continuance of 
this depreciated currency. This could 
not constitute the wealth of any country 
——it could never be the wealth of this. If 
every ninepenny shilling could be con- 
verted into coin of the first standard of 
weight and fineness, they could not make 
the wealth of this country. The wealth 
of a country consisted in the number of 
her industrious people, (Hear! hear!) in 
the wisdom of her ‘laws, in the impartia- 
lity of their administration—in the secu- 
rity of her liberties, in the buo ant vigour 
of le public spirit, and the unfaded splen- 
dour of her national character (Hear!) 





of which the real wealth of nations was 


~ 


made up, and in which this country wa 


then, and he trasted would continue long, 


2 Be 1973 


§ ' corre 


proudly, and enviably rich (Hear! hear !) an 
He concluded by an earnest exhortation bala 
to the Chancellor of the Exchequer to F this 
look again and again at this great and im. doub 
portant question. For his own part, let | pape 
whatever might be the present fate of the ‘turne 
question, no adverse decision now could beg 
tempt him to despond ; if the existence Smit 


of the evil could not be disproved, the 
only object for dispute could be the pro- 


priety of the remedy. 


Wednesday, May 8. 


Mr. Banine thought it perfectly super. 
fluous in him, after the able discussions 
which the principle and details of the Re- 
port had undergone, to enter at length 
into that part of the subject which hed 
been so fully gone into. He begged, 
however, to throw out his opinion, and 
view of a question, which he conceived uf 
the most extreme importance. [is opi- 
nions as to the exchange, were certainly 
conformable to those stated in the Report, 
and detailed in the speech of the Honour 
able and Learned Gent. who had brought 
forward the question. He certainly 
agreed that there was a depreciation of 
our paper currency, for no other term ex- 
cept that of depreciation, could he find 
capable of conveying his meaning; bis 
wish by the use of the term depreciation 
being to convey that it no longer bore that 
value which attached to the precious . 
tals it purported to represent. He | 
not agree, however, that this depreciation 
was to be attributed solely to the exces 
of the circulation of paper, but to thestat 
of trade, and the balance of a 
being against us. This depression, hor 
ever, could not exist, if it were not for 
state in which our paper had been plac ; 
His mind was so firmly made up —_ 
subject, that he did not feel it waren 
trouble himself in reading the pub ‘i pe 
of those who argued otherwise. — 
person were to tell him that §° West 
one price in London and another in an 
minster, he should not believe eoe 
vinced as he must be that he sensi 
under misinformation or rR it 
of the subject, That there must sd he 
cess of paper he did not deny? map 
also confessed that this excess a if 
had raised the price of every The vest 
and of gold withthe others, * ip 
was obvious. Any country eanee all 
culation of the precious metals, 
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corrected itself, but no such limit applied 


to paper. The grand origin of the rise of 
gold, however, was the state of trade, and 


- balance of exchange being against us. As 
‘this point was disputed, and as it was 
‘doubted whether it was the excess of 


paper or the balance of trade which had 


‘turned the exchange against us, he should 


beg to read the opinion of the editor of 


‘Smith’s Wealth of Nations on this subject, 


who says, “ Hitherto notes answer our 
/purpose, and so will they so long as there 
is a balance of trade in our favour; but 


ithe moment the balance of trade isagainst 


us, and there is not a circulation ready to 
meet it, that moment there will be a de- 


ipreciation of our notes.’+—Now, though 
his was but the opinion of a writer upon 


his subject, still being expressive of his 
pinion as to what would happen, he was 
more inclined to give credit to it than to 
ny of the 50 pamphlets brought forth 
ince the thing has actually taken place. 
e did not deny that there wasan increase 
f Bank paper; but this was occasioned 
y circumstances which rendered the in- 
brease necessary. ‘The evil was not attri- 
utable, ina principal degree, to the paper, 
utto the state of trade, and if a change 
trade took place, the exchange would 
ha great measure rescue itself. It had 
een said there was no difference in value 
present between notes and gold in 
ops. If the system to which he should 
hortly ajlude, however, was suffered to 
on, no doubt there would soon be a dif- 
ence. We should see mutton to be sold 

r 8d. per lb. if to be paid for in gold ; 
9d. if to be paid for in paper. If a re- 
edy of a proper kind was not speedily 
lopted, the House must be obliged to 
ake this paper a legal tender for debt ; 
se we might see a person sent to prison 
debt with his coffers full of Bank paper. 
Right Honourable Gentleman (Mr. 
iskisson) in his speech of last night had 
Iked as if he was proposing what would 
a proper circulating medium for a new 
untry which had never yet bad any po- 
teal existence. He seemed as if he had 
pt during the last and present most ca- 
nitous ahd extraordinary of all wars, 
i told us what Sir Isaac Newton and Mr. 
ke said on subjects. They, however, 

i argued only on speculation, and could 
e had no conception of such a country, 
of such a state of things as that which 

- Now witnessed. When the Right Ho- 
irable Gentleman came, however, to the 
le of Mr. Pitt, he told the House that 
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he never had an idea, nor ever intended 
for a moment that there should be an al- 
teration in the value of paper compared 
with gold. He (Mr. Baring) said it was 
impossible; Restriction itself implied a 
difierence; and the only question that 
could remain must be merely this, should 
it be more or less? To what extent should 
this difference go? This implied a de- 
preciation. Excess always found its own 
check ; but the moment Restriction came 
all check ceased. No extent of trade 
could ever require a Restriction Bill; but 
when the people came to raise a fictitious 
property, they must give it a circulating 
medium, and as the circulating medium 
here selected could not support its value 
abroad, it must lose the requisite elasti- 
city, and produce a balance of exchange 
against this country. An Honourable 
Gentleman on the bench beneath him 
(Mr. Vansittart) had said that the funds 
had nothing to do with this. He (Mr. 
Baring) on the contrary, thought they had 
a great deal to dowithit. A comparative 
view of the money raised during the pre- 
sent war would shew this. In the year 
1793, immediately previous to the war, 
the sum raised was !7 millions and a half. 
In the year 1794, the sum was 45 mil- 
lions; and from this sum it continued to 
| increase, amounting in one year to 96 
millions; and in the present year, by 
taxes and the loan, the sum raised would 
be upwards of 90 millions! He, for one 
entertained serious doubts if any circula- 
tion could be found, not leading the Coun- 
try to ruin, to supply an increase of from 
17 millions and a balf in the year 1793, 
to nearly 100 millions in the year 1811. 
The Honourable Baronet opposite (sir J. 
Sinclair) might boast of his improvements 
in agriculture—of his highways and canals 
—and surely the Country was in a high 
state of improvement—but what degree of 
improvement would .be necessary to feed 
such a system? ‘To do so, we must put a 
fictitious value upon every thing in the 
country—Land let at 20s. must be sup- 
posed to be worth 40s. and so on in pro- 
portjon. He recollected the Income Tax 
was calculated to be raised on a capital of 
100 millions ; . but now we raised 90 mil- 
lions within the year. The Income Tax 
produced aboat 12 millions, but we raised 
90 millions, nearly to the extent of what 
was once dreaded as the extent of the 
whole National Debt, and to which when 
the National Debt should amount, it was 
thought the Country must be ruined. To 
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snpport such asystem, we must give a fic- 
titious value to property, and must have a 
fictitious medium of circulation for carry+ 
ing it on. The first grand step taken by 
Mr. Pitt was an artificial system of finance. 
Suppose this to go on, and that instead of 
90 millions, we must raise 180 millions.— 
Then that it should require to be raised to 
360 millions. If it could last till we saw 
this, would the Right Honourable Gentle- 
man say that all was right? Yet to this it 
must come, unless a change of system im- 
mediately took place. Yet when a depre- 
ciation of our paper was stated to have 
taken place, what said the Right Honour- 
able Gentleman? “Oh, it is all through 
the Bank.”’ He (Mr. Baring) said, it all 
arose from the system of finance. The 
Right Honourable Gentleman himself said 
Jast year, that every thing depended ona 
reform in our finances, and bringing our 
expenditure and income together. Here, 
however, he had begun at the wrong end. 
He should have begun first with finance, 
and from that have proceeded to paper. 
In this country every thing was done by 
funding. The mass of the evil was to be 
found in the National Debt, and notin the 
circulating medium, No person could 
look at 24 millions being the amount of 
Bank paper in circulation with any de- 
gree of apprehension; all we had any 
right to look to with apprebension was 
this mass of National Debt. Till he saw 
the attention of Parliament called to our 
finance system, he could not think the 
country safe; butif weset zealously about 
it, the object might yet be accomplished, 
-with comparatively trifling sacrifices. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExcHEQuER 
Mr. Percevat) observed, that he should 
teel himself guilty of an inexcusable neg- 
lect of duty, if, holding the situation which 
he had the honour to hold, he refrained 
from expressing his sentiments at some 
period of this important discussion; and 
he did not conceive that he could seize a 
more advantageous opportunity than that 
of following the two Honourable Gentle- 
men who had last spoken. The Commit- 
tee were now in possession of the opinions 
of two highly respectable individuals, both 
of extensive knowledge and great practi- 
cal experience. From the one they had 
heard a decided opinion that there was no 
remedy for the existing evil, but the 
adoption of the measure recommended in 
the Report of the Bullion Committee. 
From the other they had heard an opinion 
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as decided, that if the measure recom. 
mended in the Report of the Bullion Com- 
mittce were adopted, it would be impossi- 
ble for the country longer to carry on 
those foreign exertions, which, until the 
present discussion, he was not aware that 
any one wished should be discontinued, 
‘The first of the Hon. Gentlemen to whom 
he alluded (Mr. Baring), gave it distinctly 
as his opinion, that the idea of making the 
Bank capable of paying in specie by new 
purchases of bullion, was impracticable ; 
and that in the present state of the coun. 
try, it was out of the reach of the Bank to 
substitute gold for paper currency. The 
other Hon. Gentleman (Mr. Sharp) said, 
that nothing but such a measure could 
save the country from the evils which 
threatened her. On this difference the 
question rested. For his part he agreed 
with both the Hon. Gentlemen that the 
subject was of the utmost importance, in- 
timately connected as it was with the ho- 
nour and interests. of the empire. He was 
satisfied, whether Parliament did or not 
countenance that which he thought as al- 
surd as the first Hon. Gentleman thought 
it was impracticable; that if they adopted 
the Resolutions of the Hon. and Learned 
Gentleman opposite, such an adoption 
would be tantamount to a declaration that 
they wouldno longer continue those foreig" 
exertions which they had hitherto cons: 
dered as indispensable tothe security o! the 
country. He begged to be by no meal 
understood that he considered the ques 
tion could be discussed without a distinct 
ference to the present circumstances of tl 
country, and he had, therefore, felt ge# 
astonishment at the manner 1n -_ ” 
Hon. Friend of his (we presume Mr. Tus 
kisson) had divested itof allsuch referent 
It was not his wish to go much 110 — 
on the subject; but it was necessar) 
he should explain his feelings to the , 
mittee, and recal to them the real wie 
the question before them. He rg 
that the proposition of those “ 
cated the }ullion Report, was, ' casa 
currency of the country was a tO 2 
that that depreciation was ~~ "evil 
the excess of paper; and that the ca 
sulting was so great as . 
bent on a ac to take inne . 
measures for averting it, which 708 
must be the reduction of the que" 
paper in circulation.—QOn t 


to make it} 


‘it was contended that the supporters ® Fi 


he exces 
Report advanced no proof of t ' 
dos cual circulation of the couatty 
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any proof of the depreciation (in the sense 
in which they understood the word) of 
that curreney ; but that what they substi- 
tuted for direct and legitimate proofs, was 
capable of being explained by other cir- 


' cumstances which the Bullion Committee 
© had certainly not kept quite out of sight 


in their Report, but on which they had 


merely touched, and then affected to con- 
' sider them as unimportant. 
| state of the question which he would now 


Such was the 


proceed to consider. In the first place, 


he asserted, that there had been no proof 


given of our existing excess of currency. 


| Of this term “ excess,” as well as of some 
other terms, it was necessary to know the 
"precise meaning intended to be affixed to 
it. Excess beyond what? His interpre- 
tation was, that there had been no excess 


beyond what he conceived absolutely ne- 


_cessary for the circulation of the wealth 


and revenues of the country. No proof 
had been advanced of an existing excess 


of circulation beyond the circulation which 
fexisted at the period of the suspension of 


cash payments at the Bank. But even if 


the advocates of the Report could prove 
that there was an existing numerical ex- 


ess of circulation, beyond the circulation 


Which existed at the period of the suspen- 


ion of cash payments at the Bank; yet if 
hat increase was not beyond what'the ex- 
ended commerce and augmented revenue 
ince that period required, then it was no 
xcess. (Hear, hear, hear!) His Hon. 
riend near him seemed to conceive that 
here was an existing excess beyond what 
ould have been the state of the currency 
ad that currency been confined to gold, 
to paper immediately convertible into 
old. Let the Committee consider after 
e drain of wealth which many years of 
ar must occasion, what would be the 
ate of circulation in a country in which 
0 paper: was issued to supply the defi- 
ency. Unquestionably, if things could 
ave gone on in this country without such 
supply, the existing circulation would 
ve been much less than it was at the 
esent moment. But if for domestic pur- 
bses we had occasion for a circulation as 
tge as the existing circulation, he then 
buld not allow, situated as the country 
as in other respects, that the circulation 
ght to be diminished.. He was pre- 
ed to expect that his Hon. Friend near 

m would admit that the circulation 
uld not be excessive, as long as the 
per circulated was immediately con-. 
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ible into gold; and consequently that 
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there was no excess in our circulation be- 
fore the suspension of the cash payments 
at the Bank. But although this was the 
opinion of his Honourable Friend, it was 
not the opinion of all the Members of the 
Bullion Committee. The Hon. Gentle- 
man who commenced the discussion of 
that evening (Mr. Parnell), contended that 
the circulation in the year 1797, before 
the suspension of the cash payments at the 
Bank, was excessive, and that it was indis- 
pensable to reduce our present circula- 
tion below the circulation of that period. 
In his (the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s) 
opinion, however, any attempt to reduce 
the circulation, and still more to reduce it 
below what it was in 1797, would be pro- 
ductive of the greatest practical inconve- 
niences. The advantages of a large circu- 
lation were the means which it afforded, of 
invigorating agriculture, commerce, and 
manufactures. Adverting to some of the 
arguments of his Hon. Friend near hinr, 
he would suppose a case in answer to 
them. He would suppose a country, pos- 
sessing a circulation of 60 millions, all in 
coin, to enter into a war, that this war. 
should continue for four years, and that the 
expenditure of wealth beyond the balance 
of foreign trade should be ten millions an- 
nually; the circulation would thus be re- 
duced to twenty millions. He would sup- 
pose that during the four years an issue of 
paper was made to the amount of ten mil- 
lions. The country would therefore pos- 
sess at the end of the fous years’ war, a 
circulation (composed of 20 millions of 
coin and 10 millions of paper) of 30 mil- 
lions instead of 60, as at the commence- 
ment. It was evident that but for the 
issue of paper this country would have 
possessed but 20 millions of circulation. 
According to the interpretation of the term 
“ excess,’ therefore, by his Hon. Friend, 
this supposed country would have an ex- 
cess of ten millions. His Honourable 
Friend’s notion, therefore, of an excess 
was not always that it was an increase, . 
but was compatible with the fact of a con- 
siderable decrease of circulation, even to 
amoiety. (Hear, hear, hear!) This ap- 
peared to him.to be rather a novel kind of 
argument. He certainly had not the least 
doubt, that if paper had not been issued, 
the currency of the country would not 
have been so large as it was. In that in- 
terpretation of the term, therefore; there 
was an excess of circulation, though, for 
any thing that had been proved to the 
contrary, more gold had been taken out 
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of the circulation since the year 1797 
than paper had been introduced into it ; 
and this he really believed was the fact. 
The proposition came to this—whether, 
in the existing state of affairs, having pro- 
ceeded for four or five years in a course 
generally considered as essential to the 
security and independence of the country, 
namely, the carrying on of the war by a 
foreign expenditure to a very considera- 
ble amount, it was advisable to supply the 
domestic deficiency in circulation, which 
that expenditure must occasion, by a paper 
currency. This was a plain question of 
policy. Nothing could be more clear to 
his understanding than that if the foreign 
expenditure were deemed necessary, the 
domestic currency must be considered in- 
separable from it; for where our foreign 
commerce was so circumscribed, and we 
had not the opportunity, as in ordinary 
circumstances, of bringing back the wealth 
which we expended, the only way to pro- 
vide the means for a future re-purchase of 
the coin that now quitted us, was by giv- 
ing a vigour to our agriculture and com- 
merce, to which an increased internal cir- 
culation alone was competent. (Hear! 
hear!) If this was called an excess, he 
would say that it was an excess without 
which we could not carry on the great con- 
test in which we were engaged, as we had 
hitherto done. In no former war had the 
expences of the country been so great, or 
the means of supplying those expences so 
limited. The question, therefore, for the 
Committee to decide upon, was, whether 
or not the country should continue to 
make the exertions in which she had 
hitherto persevered. Were the Com- 
mittee prepared to say that the evil of not 
having the balance of exchange nicely 
adjusted was so tremendous as to make it 
necessary, and, Great God! to make it 
necessary at the present moment to with- 
draw from the contest which the country 
was so gloriously maintaining? (Hear, 
hear, hear.) The Hon. Gentleman who 
had last spoken, had done the Committee 
the favour of giving them a fine opportu- 
nity of contemplating what the situation 
of Great Britain might have been, com- 
pared with what it actually was. He had 
characterised the conduct which this coun- 
try had pursued as absurd and timorous,<— 
He had called upon the Committee to | 

at Hamburgh ; to look at Holland. Happy 
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[i250 
seemed, bad not had the cowardice . 
imitate the example of Great Britain — = 
“Sir,” exclaimed the Chancellor of the . 
Exchequer, “ without any intention of g Yo 
denying that our present situation is one — 
which demands the most serious conside. [eo 


ration, I have no hesitation in declaring, 526 
notwithstanding the imputation of cowar. 

dice on the manner in which the finances 5 

of the country have been conducted, thr [Re I 
I prefer that situation to the situation in ithe 
which the prowess of Hamburgh and of wwra 
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Holland have placed them.” —( Loud cries 
of Hear, hear! from all parts of the House). 
So much for the question of excesss ; now 





































for the question of depreciation. And JR ing, 
here again he begged leave to say some- Jast, 
thing on the meaning of the word, asit BV isc 
applied to the currency of the country. end 

Some, be conceived, by the term “ depre- dom 
ciation,’ meant that the whole currency ipecon 
of the country was depreciated, gold and the 

paper equally. This opinion had the ous 
sanction of high authorities. By the advo titi 


cates of the Bullion Report the term was not peers 
so applied. They thought paper deprect prese 
ated below coin. There wasa strange com Bill s 
fusion in the Report, in the reasoning upon omp 
which this opinion professed to be founded ad g 
The different members of their syllogism reat 
were unconnected with each other; and be- de \ 
ginning in their premises with a reference Arch 
to coin, they applied their conclusion ex rse 
clusively to bullion.—/(A laugh). This ye 
was not quite so logical as might hare : ot 
been expected in a performance aflecting y \ 
such minute accuracy. It was perfectly > | 
fair for Gentlemen on the other side ill tl 
contend,, for the purpose of maintaining . t 
their own propositions, that there ne oe 
difference between gold in com and a ¢ 
in bullion ; but it certainly was n° ait 

to commence the proposition by * re 
rence to gold in coin, and then, Wi r? 
any notice, to substitute bullion 19 
room of it. If Gentlemen meant mem 
to maintain the self-evident 
abstractedly speaking, an ee Oe 
was worth an ounce of gold, he !0' 
would have no difficulty i ons 


with them ; but if they meant May tit 
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old neither acquire a 
in value, when siete stamped as — thi 
comparison with gold in bullion, we ™ 
assertion to which he could by * ese 

| accede. (To be continued. q 
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